
  



 

 

  

7 
 POINTS

Practice Exam Questions 

Answer a full exam 
question in exam 
conditions. 
 

5 
 POINTS

Write a practice 
paragraph 

Choose any Literature 
Past Papers.  
 
 

3 
 POINTS

Explode Quotations Annotate an Extract 
Use a Study Guide 
(or website or app) 

Make Tables to 
Compare texts 

Practise Unseen 
text Analysis 

Annotate at least 3 
quotations.  Use the 
What-How-Why method. 
Pick out single words to 
analyse in more detail. 
Use umbrella terms. 
 

Choose a past exam 
paper with an extract 
and annotate it, 
answering the question 
and identifying 
techniques using 
umbrella terms. 

…to make notes. 
You can do this any 
way you want… 
mind maps, posters, 
etc.  
 

Pick two poems 
or non-fiction 
texts on the 
same topic and 
compare their 
similarities and 
differences.  

Choose a poem 
or descriptive 
paragraph from 
a novel and 
annotate it. Look 
for techniques 
using umbrella 
terms + effects 
on readers.  

2 
 POINTS

Make Flash Cards Picture Flash Cards 
Watch Revision 

Videos 
10 Minute Plans 

Re-Read a set 
text 

Make a minimum of 
three flashcards of 
quotations or themes so 
you can test yourself. 
Make sure you have 
memorised them so that I 
can test you! 

Either draw pictures, 
download pictures, or 
use emojis to create 
images that will help you 
to remember 3 
quotations. Memorise 
the quotations. 

Make notes while 
you watch or 
afterwards.  
 

Using an image 
for creative 
writing, or a past 
exam question 
(see Miss 
Goddard or the 
English Revision 
website) create 
an essay plan.  

A minimum of 
30 minutes per 
week of any of 
the set texts. 
[Parental 
signature 
required]. 

1 
 POINT

Watch film/TV versions 
of the set texts 

 Parent Signature 
required 

REVISION TASKS 
Each week, choose a revision task from the table below.  

The more challenging the task, the more points you earn. 

A  R&L is completed to an exceptional standard every week including at least 

3 practice exam questions in a term OR at least 45 points earned in a term. 

B -  R&L is completed to an excellent standard every week including at least 2 

practice exam questions in a term OR at least 30 points earned in a term 

C  R&L is completed to a fair standard each week OR at least 20 points earned 

in a term. 

D  R&L is only sometimes completed or not completed to a fair standard. 

Your teacher might direct you towards a specific task if 

they feel it would benefit you or if they think you are not 

challenging yourself.  

 



Use the St Luke’s English Instagram Account 
 

 
 

The account to follow is called ‘keyquotations’ and 
is run by Miss Goddard. Don’t worry – I won’t follow 
you back. In fact, I don’t follow anyone!  
Remember: your account should be private anyway.  

 

 
 
There are quotations from all the literature texts. Many   There are also albums of advice for the language  
of them are in picture form to help you remember them.  exams, including how to answer each question, top  
Some of them are in albums of pictures – e.g. all the Mr   tips and sample paragraphs.  
Birling quotations are gathered together.  
 

 
 
Many of the posts have detailed analysis in the comments  The posts might seem random, but you can collect all  
section, including detailed language analysis linked to key the quotations for one topic together by clicking on  
themes. It give you an idea of how you could analyse  the relevant hashtag: 
the quotation in your exam.      #missg_scrooge 
        #missg_inspector 
        #missg_romeoandjuliet 
        #missg_poetry 
        #missg_languageexam 

 



Try out the Seneca Learning website on a phone, tablet or laptop. 

 

www.senecalearning.com   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/
mrbruff/playlists 

 
Watch in-depth analysis videos 

for Literature 

 
Watch out, though! 

Mr Bruff is great for 

revision but does use 

different essay structures 

to the ones we 

recommend. 

 

 

Our Revision Website 

Use this link: https://goo.gl/srZQZa 
 

  

https://goo.gl/srZQZa


How to Revise with Videos: 

 
Online material such as videos can be really useful. However, it’s important to 
remember that just watching them is not enough. Cramming on YouTube the 
night before an exam will not lead to a good grade!  
 
Remember to make notes alongside the videos. Either watch the whole clip 
through then write notes, or pause it as you go along to give you time to makes 
notes.  
 
Recommended videos are either GCSE Pod (short videos, no longer than 4 
minutes) or Mr Bruff on YouTube (longer, more in depth videos… including songs 
to help you learn key quotations). 

 
 

How to Revise with a Revision Guide: 

 
So many students purchase a revision guide, then all they do is read it through. 
Pointless!  
 
It has been scientifically proven that it you have to read something SEVEN times for 
it to get into your brain to the same level as if you wrote it down ONCE! So… rather 
than mindlessly read, MAKE NOTES!  
 
You can make mind-maps, lists, and flash cards. Don’t forget to TEST YOURSELF. 
Whether you do Write/Cover/Check or self-quizzing, the important thing is that you 
retain the information.  
 
We have revision guides available to purchase from the library during break time.  

 

How to Revise with Flashcards: 
 

Any student I teach knows… I LOVE FLASHCARDS. They are a fantastic revision tool and there are lots of ways to 

use them.  

1. Writing as revision. Even just writing the flashcards out counts as 

revision. 

2. Paper will do! You don’t have to buy fancy card flash cards. Cut up 

normal A4 paper into four and use that. Envelopes can be useful 

for dividing up topics.  

3. Recall flashcards. These just have a list of information for you to 

remember, such as lists of quotations 

4. Analysis flashcards. Put a quotation on one side, and analyse it in 

detail on the back. Use the PEATALKSH acronym to help you.  

5. Theme flashcards. Write the name of a theme on one side, then 

list all the relevant parts of the text on the other. 

6. Test yourself. Use the flashcards to test yourself or get friends or family members to help you.  

7. The Three-Pile Method. When your testing yourself, put the cards into three plies. The ‘I definitely know’ 

pile, the ‘I kind-of know pile’, the ‘I haven’t a clue’ pile. This will show you which you need to revise more, 

and which you can leave until closer to the exam.  

  



HOW TO REVISE FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The English language exams can seem tricky to revise for. Because you’ll be given texts in the exam that 
you’ve never seen before, it seems like there’s not much point in revising. But that’s not the case! There’s 
loads you can be doing to be prepared for English Language.  
 

1 
READING: Know the Questions 
You should know exactly what every question in the exam is asking you to do. Test 
yourself. E.g. Paper 1, Question 3. Is it a reading or writing question? How many 
marks is it worth? How long should you spend on the question? You should be 
confident on this before you go into the exam.  

2 
READING: Know How to Answer the Questions 
Your teacher will have given you guides on how to answer each question. Check 
the Key Quotations Instagram posts for more advice and example answers. 
Remember those acronyms and what they stand for.  

3 
READING: ‘Mini’ Past Papers 
We understand that you might not have time to answer full exams on a regular 
basis. I suggest you do mini versions. You can annotate the extracts and plan 
your answers (e.g. by completing comparison tables) but without writing out the 
full answers.  
 

4 
READING: Practise reading and understanding challenging 
texts 
See the next page for a selection of articles and short stories you can read. These 
aren’t exam papers. Instead, they are examples of the types of stories and articles 
you might get in the real exam. Practise spotting techniques and structural features. 

5 
READING: Full Past Papers 
The more you practise, the more confident you will become. The reading section of 
the English Language exams is one hour, (including time to read and annotate the 
texts). The most challenging part of the exam is fitting into the time. The more you 
practise, the quicker you’ll be.  

6 
WRITING: Know the Different Forms 
What is the difference between a narrative, a story opening and a description? What 
are the differences and similarities between articles, letters, speeches and blogs? 
Make sure you know the differences so you are prepared for whatever writing task 
you are set.  

7 
WRITING: Improve Your Vocabulary 
Use a thesaurus to improve your vocabulary. There are also vocabulary lists on the 
KeyQuotations Instagram account. When you read stories and articles, make notes 
of vocabulary you are not familiar with. Practise writing it into your own sentences.  

8 
WRITING: Practise Integrating Techniques 
To get high marks for content, you need to include a range of different techniques, 
such as simile, personification and onomatopoeia. In Paper Two, you will need to 
include a range of persuasive techniques. To practise, choose a topic or image and 
try to write three examples of each technique. 

9 
 WRITING: Practise Different Structures 
The highest marks are awarded to written piece which are structurally interesting. 
Practise planning your paragraphs. How could you create a cyclical structure? Could 
you include a flashback or flash-forward? Where could you include short, single-line 
paragraphs? How could you make links between the beginning and end?  



Recommended Reading for English Language 
 

 

NON-FICTION WRITING (Paper 2) 
Poverty, illness, homelessness: no wonder McDonald’s UK workers are on strike https://goo.gl/7mBMMv 

The parents complaining about strict school rules could do with a lesson themselves https://goo.gl/2kXVuu 

Help! I'm almost 30 and my friends are procreating like humanity depends on it https://goo.gl/pFopDx 

Why it’s time to let go of Let it Go https://goo.gl/TVKLsu 

Hedd Wyn: the shepherd poet whose story shows the stupidity of war  https://goo.gl/eMBZbe 

Watch out, manspreaders: the womanspreading fightback starts now  https://goo.gl/VggrK6 

Why I won’t be making any resolutions this year   https://goo.gl/dduKrY  

Christmas comes but once a year, starting in July   https://goo.gl/LVkH9S 

Putting Granny online? No thanks https://goo.gl/mg6DvU 

Nightclubs are hell  https://goo.gl/PEhSz9 

 

NARRATIVE AND DESCRIPTIVE WRITING (Paper 1) 
 

The Stormchasers    https://goo.gl/yFSLLt 

The Street that Got Mislaid    https://goo.gl/rRkDhe 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  https://goo.gl/fG8MuP 

Pride and Prejudice Chapter One   https://goo.gl/HqRMp 

The Wish     https://goo.gl/fw5qLp 

The Selfish Giant    https://goo.gl/0W1QrW 

The Little Match Girl    https://goo.gl/7U10tu 

 
 

REVISING QUOTATIONS 
 

QUOTATION Character 

Which part of the 
novel/play/poem?  

WHAT (AO1 – Explain the obvious)  

HOW (AO2 – Technique(s) [including umbrella terms] and key words) 

WHY (AO3 – Writer’s Intentions and link to theme) THEME: 
  



 

Recommended Structures 

LITERATURE ESSAYS:  

Your argument in response to the question should be in two parts.  

PREMISE 1 (The first part of your argument) 

 Paragraph 1 – EXTRACT* – (provide evidence for your premise using evidence of the 
extract) 

 Paragraph 2 – WIDER - (provide evidence for your premise using evidence of the extract) 

PREMISE 2 (The second part of your argument) 

 Paragraph 3 – WIDER - (provide evidence for your premise using evidence of the extract) 

 Paragraph 4 – EXTRACT* – (link your argument back to evidence from the extract) 

Ultimately paragraph – Ultimately what has the character/theme taught you about human 
nature (link back to the question).  

* Extract not applicable to An Inspector Calls / For poetry anthology, split between poem 1 

and poem 2.  

 

Language Analysis Paragraph 

W
H

A
T

 

P Point 
This is your POINT 

.Start with a clear statement of your view.  

 X (The writer) presents relationships* as… 

 Relationships/the character/the setting* 
is/are emphasised as being… 

(*whatever the focus of the question is) 

T/E 
Technique 

/ Evidence 

Identify a key quotation – keep it to the 

point AND lead with a general TECHNIQUE 
AND EVIDENCE. 

 This is perhaps best illustrated by the 
imagery on page X, ‘XXX’, 
the/language/phrase/metaphor implies… 

 The line, ‘XXX’, highlights this through the 
use of 
tone/language/connotation/imagery, 
suggesting… 

H
O

W
 

E Explain 
EXPLAIN THE OBVIOUS. Explain what this 

quotation literally means or what is 
happening to the character/in the setting.  

 This shows 

 …which suggests… 

 …which reveals… 

D Develop 

DEVELOP 
FURTHER 
MEANING. 
Now analyse the 
methods used – 
what techniques 
have been used?  

Single Word Analysis 
The connotation of the 
word, ‘X’ implies… 
 

 X’s (The writer’s) use of X indicates… 

 Interestingly, the word ‘X’ is used: this 
suggests... 

 By using X here, the author… 

W
H

Y
 

D Develop 

DEVELOP EVEN 
FURTHER 
MEANING. 
Now offer a 
secondary 
interpretation.   

Writer’s purpose 
The writer wants you 
to think… 
Audience/Reader 
This would make the 
reader 
think/feel/imagine 

 This evidence also supports the claim that… 
by… 

 Additionally… 

 Furthermore, it might be suggested that… 

 


