
Welcome
I cannot quite believe that we are approaching 
the half way point of this academic year; time 
really does fly by. 

We have enjoyed a really successful year so far and this half 
term is certainly no exception. You will see in this edition of our 
newsletter, the many amazing achievements of our students 
both past and present; we are so very proud of them all. 

On the subject of feeling proud, during this half term, we have 
had the second of our Trust-wide school reviews. These involve 
colleagues from the Ted Wragg Trust, along with an OfSTED 
Inspector commissioned by the Trust, undertaking a two-day 
review of our current provision. We were delighted with the 
feedback which highlighted the amazing progress that we have 
made collectively as a community. I have noted some of the key 
comments below;

• The school have created a caring, values driven Christian 
ethos, coupled with rising expectations. They have 
successfully prioritised the key strands which will make the 
biggest difference, namely behaviour and the quality of 
education.

• The quality of teaching has improved since the last review 
in June 2021. There are examples of very strong practice, 
consistently so in English, with high expectations of and rich 
experiences for students.

• The highly valued coaching system is having an impact on 
teachers’ practice and students’ learning.

• Through a deliberate and consistent focus led by leaders, 
there are now clearly established routines of behaviour and 
this is developing a positive culture. 

• Warm greetings are a key feature as students enter in the 
morning and there are positive relationships across the school.

• There is an emerging strength in the embedding of the 
school values, evident in the calmness and students’ 
movement around the building.

It goes without saying that we still have so much that we want to 
improve upon but we are delighted with the progress that we have 
made and know we will continue to go from strength to strength.

Miss Sherwood
Headteacher

Teaching and Learning Spot Light:

Turn and Talk
At St Luke's we use paired  
discussion to lock in knowledge  
or to allow students to refine, 
rehearse or develop their ideas.

Every minute counts in lessons, so 
we make sure that opportunities to 
talk are well-planned and effectively 
improve student learning. A ‘Turn 
and Talk’ is often used following an 
explanation to ensure students have 
understood what has been said, or 
can be used spontaneously to address 
misconceptions that arise within a lesson.

The way we do this is to set up a task 
and then ask a question, or launch 
a discussion with a sentence starter 
or other clear guidelines.  Students 
are assigned talk partners and talk is 
directed and purposeful.  Students need 
to listen carefully, as well as ensure they 
are speaking in full sentences and using 
the academic vocabulary. ‘Turn and 
Talk’ jumpstarts engagement and allows 
students to explore ideas and practise 
responses in a ‘low threat’ situation 
before contributing to whole-class 
discussion or putting pen to paper.

Research shows that when students 
develop their oracy and their writing 
improves too and so this has been  
one of our key focuses this half term  
in the classroom.
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Achieving their best
St Luke’s Alumni
We are delighted to send our congratulations to two St Luke’s Alumni who 
recently enjoyed huge successes at the Exeter College Annual Awards Ceremony. 

Callum Covill won the award for Vocational and Technical Excellence and Sophie Bruce won the 
School of Art Student of the Year.

We are hugely proud of both of their achievements and wish them all the very best as they embark 
upon their next steps.

Kai Merry – St Luke’s Alumni
What are you studying at University and what was your route from school through to this?

I am currently in my second year of a computing degree at the University of Gloucester. After St 
Luke’s I went to Exeter College and studied Photography & History at A-Level and IT as a BTEC. After 
completing the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award at St Lukes I completed my Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
at College, and for the volunteering part of my gold award I provided IT help at Exeter Library for a 
couple hours a week during a break. 

What has made you want to choose this course and what do you ultimately want to be?

Computing has been a hobby of mine for a long time. I always used computers for games and 
homework but in year 8 I started building them myself which really kicked off learning about all 
aspects of computing. My computing knowledge has helped me with everything, building storage 
servers from hand me down parts, setting up better networking at home, becoming a spreadsheet 
obsessive who makes people’s brains hurt when I try to explain them. I get to use my knowledge and 
skills everyday along with using it to help my family and friends out too.

I want to become a secondary teacher and teach computing. I’ve been interested in teaching since 
year 8 and I got to do my year 10 placement in a primary school, which helped reinforce that idea. 
As a computing teacher I would get to teach skills which are so important for everybody to know, 
computing has become such an integral part of the world now that knowing these skills is useful in 
whatever you want to do. 

How would you describe your time at St Luke’s and what were your fondest memories?

I had a wonderful time at St Lukes. I particularly remember enjoying the GCSE revision sessions, 
they were really useful and fun, which meant I didn’t mind staying after school or coming in during a 
holiday. Duke of Edinburgh was also a highlight, I still use a lot of the skills I learnt during DofE as a 
Section Assistant at a Scout group up in Cheltenham. 

What advice would you give to current St Luke’s students?

Make the most out of what the school can offer, take on some extracurricular activities and attend the 
revision sessions. You might not know what you want to do after you finish at St Lukes yet, or even if 
you do know try as many things as you can to get a better understanding of what you enjoy doing. 
Also find out as much as you can about the different college courses and apprenticeships available, 
see if what you would be learning is appealing and will help you go on to what you want to do next. 

What three words would you use to describe St Luke’s?

Excellent, Caring, Fun or ‘Time well spent’.



St Luke’s students - 
Taking responsibility to achieve their best.
We send our very sincere congratulations to the following Duke of Edinburgh students who are completing the 
volunteering and service element of the award in the following ways: 

• Phoebe Sitko – helping with homework and after school club at Whipton Primary School

• Jessica Selwyn – helping local people in the local community with odd jobs around the house and garden.

• Evelyn Dumenil – providing support for an elderly relative during lockdown.

Others have been volunteering at a local care home, raising money for St John’s Ambulance through a series of 
sponsored cycle rides and helping to care for horses at a local livery yard.

Year 11 student Amelia Kwiecinska, 
who is battling a debilitating genetic 
condition which has left her unable to 
walk, is campaigning to raise awareness 
of the disease. Amelia was diagnosed 
with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) 
when she was around 12 months old. 

SMA is a condition that affects the motor neurons – 
the cells in the spinal cord – making muscles weaker 
and causing problems with movement, breathing and 
swallowing. Sadly, Amelia has lost her ability to walk 
permanently and has other complications due to SMA. 

Despite this, she is campaigning to help others and will 
be holding events at school in an attempt to reach her 
fundraising target of £1,000. 

Amelia said: “As well as raising funds I want to raise 
awareness of the importance of screening. When my 
younger sister Lena was born she was screened and 
when the results showed she had the same genetic code 
responsible for SMA she was able to receive a new gene 
therapy, Zolgensma, which combats the SMA before 
symptoms show.” 

The treatment for Amelia’s sister has been hugely 
successful and pre-screening more families would offer 
others the opportunity to live-symptom free from SMA.  

Amelia started to show symptoms of SMA when her 
parents noticed she wasn’t walking properly when she 
was around 12 months old, and from then on become 
weaker and weaker.  

When SMA develops in babies and toddlers, it can 
significantly reduce life expectancy. However, a team 

from Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) and the 
UCL GOS Institute of Child Health (ICH) have shown 
how ‘blood spot’ testing new-borns could identify 
children who will go on to develop Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy, (SMA). 

Whilst Amelia was Lena’s saviour, the gene therapy, 
Zolgensma has a reported price of £1.79 million and 
is labelled the most expensive drug in the world. 
However, NHS England have been able to strike a deal 
to ensure it is available to patients at a price that is fair 
to taxpayers.  

With the help us all, Amelia is currently fundraising 
to help those affected by SMA and is on a mission to 
raise £1,000. In the last week of spring term there will 
be a non-school uniform day, mindful moments that 
week will be centred around SMA linked to the school 
values of taking responsibility, giving hope and being 
inclusive. Amelia will be putting information together 
and conducting a school assembly.  

This is what Miss Sherwood, Headteacher had to say 
about Amelia’s challenga: ‘Amelia is an inspirational 
young lady who is absolutely committed to making 
a difference to others through her campaigning and 
fundraising.  I have no doubt that, with the support of 
our school and wider community, Amelia will surpass her 
fundraising target whilst also raising awareness of SMA.  
We wish her all the very best with her endeavours and 
are really proud of her inspirational work.’ 

If you would like to know more about SMA or to donate 
to the cause you can find all the information at Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy UK, or if you would like to contribute 
to Amelia’s fundraising you can donate online here 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/amelia-
kwiecinska

Taking responsibility and giving hope – 
hear all about Amelia’s campaign.



Need help with your 
homework?
• Are you finding it hard to understand your homework?

• Is it hard to learn the key words?

• Is it difficult to find a quiet work space at home for homework?

• Would you like to go home at the end of the day and just forget about 
school?

You could benefit from coming to Homework Club. Homework Club is 
available every night in the library from 3.10 until 4.10 and is staffed by 
teaching assistants who will support you with the work where necessary. 

You can receive merits for attending Homework Club and will soon be able to 
join a ‘loyalty scheme’ with its own rewards, so coming to Homework Club could 
be doubly rewarding!

You do not have to book a place;  
you can just turn up.

We look forward to seeing you there soon!

Breakfast 
Club
Would you like to start 
each day with a hearty 
breakfast and good 
company? If yes, please 
do come along to the 
St Luke’s Breakfast Club 
where can enjoy chocolate 
brioche, buttered 
crumpets and, once a 
week, a wonderful cooked 
breakfast. The Club takes 
place in DT1 from 8.10am 
every day with students 
being able to enjoy board 
games or simply have a 
quiet space to complete 
homework or read. 

Year 7s Achieving their best
What a great term it has been so far for our Year 7s!  Firstly, they have been doing 
amazingly well when it comes to collecting merits. On average, a Year 7 student is 
gaining about 34 merits a week! Merits mean prizes so it has been great to see the 
students playing with their new footballs or using their new equipment. 

Sixteen of our Year 7 students have been selected to be part of our school 
council. This means that they are the link between the students and the staff 
at the school. One of their duties is to find out about what is going well for 
the year group but also what are the things that could be improved. Some 
of the positives included: the 10 minutes early for lunch has worked well; the 
LEARN system in class is clear; the enrichment clubs are good because you 
can choose what you would like to do and the picnic benches are a great 
addition to outside. Things to look at in terms of improvement are the toilets 
which work has already started on. The next meeting for the student council 
will be after half term.

Finally, our Year 7 students are proving themselves as hugely talented young 
people! We have gymnasts, footballers, rugby players, artists, basketball 
players, drummers, guitarists to name but a few.  We also have some 
budding actors. One of our Year 7 students, Grace Pollard, is currently 
rehearsing for her role in the production of ‘The Show Must Go On’ at the 
Exeter Northcott Theatre as well as some of our students who are taking 
part in the next St Luke’s production. We also have Millie Candler, our star 
baton twirler, who is practising for her next big competition in half-term. 

We wish all of our students the best of luck in their future competitions, 
games, performances and shows and look forward to welcoming them  
back to school after half-term.

Millie Candler



Year 7 and 8 Enrichment
We are proud of how our enrichment offer has 
sprung back into life this academic year.
On Mondays, Years 7 and 8 stay behind for their enrichment session as part of their extended school day.  
Many of our own staff offer a rich and diverse range of clubs, from sports to arts to computing and outdoor 
pursuits. 

However, we have been lucky enough to secure ‘Frazoo’ as an external provider for this term.  Run by the 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable Mrs Hulbert, students are treated to an exotic visitor each week.  Ranging 
from snakes to lizards to creepy crawlies and pretty much everything in between, the sessions are a chance 
for students to get ‘hands on’ with an exotic animal.  Not only do students get to handle the animals if they 
wish to, they also come away with an excellent knowledge of their natural habitat, feeding habits and more.  
If you’d like to find out more about Frazzo, please visit their website: www.frazoo.co.uk

National  
Apprenticeship 
week 7th -11th 
February 2022
National Apprenticeship Week 2022 was the 15th 
annual week-long celebration of apprenticeships.
During National apprenticeship week our students took part in 
a variety of tasks and activities in tutorial which celebrated and 
raised the awareness of the positive impact that apprenticeships 
make to individuals, businesses and the wider economy.

The students were able to hear from a range of apprentices 
from a range of companies including the BBC, Coca-Cola and 
an apprentice working in accounts at the House of Commons.

The week was a celebration  
of how apprenticeships  
help individuals to build  
the skills and knowledge  
required for a  
rewarding career.

Apprenticeship 
Expo
The year 10 students 
attended the Apprenticeship 
Expo on 11th February which 
was delivered by Exeter 
College and was held in the 
main hall. 

The students engaged really positively 
and were able to ask questions to 
the companies and apprentices who 
were on the stalls. The students were 
also able to find out about a range of 
apprenticeships from sectors including 
Construction, Engineering, Business/
Accountancy, IT, Health and Social Care, 
Hospitality, Education and Early Years, 
Hair and beauty.



St Luke’s production of WWRY
Tickets are on sale now!
We Will Rock You (often abbreviated as 
WWRY) is a jukebox musical based on 
the songs of British rock band Queen 
with a book by Ben Elton. 

The musical tells the story of a group of 
Bohemians who struggle to restore the free 
exchange of thought and fashion, and live music 
in a distant future where everyone dresses, thinks 
and acts the same. Musical instruments and 
composers are forbidden, and rock music is all 
but unknown. 

We Will Rock You is set 300 years in the future 
in a futurist and globally corporate world. Planet 
Earth has been renamed the Planet Mall and is 
controlled by the Globalsoft Corporation. 

The head of Globalsoft is the sinister Killer 
Queen, who has banned all non-computer 
generated music. She has heard of a prophecy 
that instruments have been hidden somewhere 
on the planet and that ‘The Dreamer’ will emerge 
from the people to show the way to them. 

She orders her Chief of Police, the Khashoggis, 
to get to the bottom of the matter and crush any 
rebellion. 

Meanwhile, Galileo, a young student and 
outsider, is desperate to “break free” from this 
corporate world. He hears lyrics in his dreams 
and is heralded as the star of the prophecy by the 
Bohemians who have been searching for the lost 
instruments. 

To fulfil the prophecy. Galileo must evade the 
clutches of the Killer Queen and finally bring back 
the music. 

With the help of Buddy, an aging hippie librarian, 
Oz and Britney, Galileo and Scaramouche find 
Rock's Holy Grail--Brian May's guitar--buried in 
the remains of Wembley Stadium.

The eleventh longest-running musical in West 
End history.

Students and Staff have been working hard to 
learn all the music, choreography and staging of 
this spectacle of a show since September, and 
can't wait to share this dystopian world with you, 
bringing the songs of ‘Queen’ to life.

The Performances are on Wednesday 9th, 
Thursday 10th and Friday 11th March at 7pm 
in the School’s Theatre. Refreshments, as always, 
will be available. Tickets are on sale now on line.

St Lukes Church of England School, Harts Lane, Exeter EX1 3RD

T: 01392 204600

W: www.stlukescofe.school


