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We are an ambitious and inclusive Church of England School dedicated to
ensuring that all students live life to the full.
As a community we work hard to achieve our best. We are inclusive, we give
hope, we take responsibility and we show respect.

Welcome

I am so pleased to be able to celebrate the amazing first half term we have had at St Luke’s which
started off so wonderfully well after our Year 11 Results Day in August. The pride that was felt
when our students came to collect their results was simply amazing. This group of students have
secured the very best results that St Luke’s have ever had and we are just so pleased that the
hard work and determination of both them and the St Luke’s staff paid off.
These outstanding results, which place is way above national averages and in the top cohort of
schools across Devon, are not just the fruits of one year of hard work but a testament to the
efforts put in by so many over the past three years to ensure St Luke’s gets back to its very best
and beyond. I want to thank every single person who has supported our school and contributed
to this fantastic improvement.
It has been great to build upon this success during this first half term and this newsletter is
packed full of stories that demonstrate the amazing experiences that our students have been able
to access along with information about our key priorities for the forthcoming year. We are
determined to continue to get better and better and this year have a relentless focus on
improving attendance, improving literacy and growing great young people.
Thank you as ever for your wonderful support of St Luke’s, we look forward to seeing you at
some of our upcoming events including our Christmas Craft Fair and Carol Concert.
Kealey Sherwood
Headteacher

Growing young people
Growing great young people is one of our key priorities this year with part of this
being about how we inspire our students and engage them in a wide range of
activities. Here are just a few examples from this first half term:

Young scientists visit the Marine Aquarium
41 students from Years 7 and 8 were rewarded for their interest and hard work in
science by being chosen to visit the home of some incredible ocean dwellers at
Plymouth Aquarium. They became Exeter Science Pioneers involved in the launch
and journey of the international climate project boat called “The Lancet”.
We were able to hunt out some microfossils, learning how to use them to predict
global change, and we used our creative writing skills to understand the impact of
climate change on our local oceans.
Below you can see us and dramatising our stories of the life of a discarded plastic
bottle, before we see the BBC filming their new show, “Secrets of the Aquarium,”
which will be aired next summer.

In order to understand how climate affects our world winds, we worked with working
with Stuart, from the Conservation Trust, alongside the main shark tank, to re-enact
the gulf stream and predict the impact these changing winds will have on the journey
of the Lancet.
Thank you and congratulations to all our students that were chosen to represent St
Luke’s on this day, They were certainly knowledgeable young scientists and it certainly
inspired us to track The Lancet remotely, over the next few months and maybe revisit
the Aquarium again soon to see the amazing work they do to support and preserve
our local oceans.

Last year, we listened carefully to staff and student voice and realised that we needed to
create some space for teaching students about things they wouldn't necessarily pick up in
the curriculum. When we surveyed students, they told us they wanted to know more
about things like how to pay bills, what a mortgage is, climate change and much more.
Interestingly, we also asked them about their role models and we were surprised at how
many students could not identify anyone outside of sport and social media influencers.
We put a team of teachers together and have now been able to design a curriculum
addressing all these important areas. Students in Years 7-11 now have 'Futures Fridays'
and will take part in sessions, delivered by their tutors, covering 6 modules each year.
These include:
1. Money Matters
2. Role Models
3. Next Steps
4. Digital Literacy
5. Oracy
6. Current Affairs
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We will continue listening to feedback on these modules through year group student
councils to ensure we are always responsive to students' ideas.

BBC Storytelling with Michael Caines
In September, we were absolutely
delighted to host the BBC and the
famous chef Michael Caines as part of
the BBC Storytelling roadshow in
celebration of their 100 year anniversary.
It was an amazing event with lots of
audience participation and a fascinating
interview with Michael in which he talked
really openly about his upbringing as an
adopted child, living in Exeter, attending
school and becoming an amputee after a
serious car accident. He left staff and
students alike feeling truly inspired and
humbled by his life story.

The Memory Man
This term started as we mean to go on this year when (in our second week) we
hosted David Thomas, The Memory Man, who spoke to all the students about
his own success and how he is able to perform incredible memory recall tasks
by using things like mind mapping, images and storytelling. Like Michael Caines,
David's early life was not easy and having been expelled from school and
struggling to engage with any academic work, he turned his life around, buying
a book about how the memory works. Just 8 months later, he went to the
World Memory Championships and came 4th. We hope that our students
learnt some helpful tips and tricks to remember what they are learning in
lessons. We know that recalling information regularly helps thing stick and the
more knowledge you have, the more you are able to acquire and use it
effectively, so this was a great event to get students in the right mindset for
the year ahead.

Captain Jon White
It was an absolute privilege to welcome ex-marine,
Jon White, to St Luke’s to start our new academic
year off. Students from Years 9 and 11 were lucky
enough to listen to Jon tell his story of how he lost
three limbs after stepping on an IED whilst serving
in Afghanistan. Jon’s message of hope, resilience
and forgiveness were simply wonderful to hear and
left us all with a deep sense of gratitude for what
serving military personnel such as Jon give day in
day out to keep us all safe.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
At the end of September, 30 students set off on their assessed expedition for the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Bronze Award. Walking from Braunton to Woolacombe as two lots of 6-hours of
walking, split over 2 days, students had to be self sufficient and carry all of the equipment and
food that they would need. Working in teams of between 5 and 8, students had to navigate
independently between checkpoints, meeting staff at each location. During the evening, students
had to plan and cook a nutritious meal using only a camping trangea. We are so incredibly proud
of the students who took part, many of whom have now completed their award in full and will be
presented with their certificate and badge at the end of term’s celebration assemblies.
The programme for current Year 9 students has now started and we look forward to sharing
details with you about their progress.

Taking responsibility to be inclusive: Our Anti-bullying Campaign
At St Luke's we strongly believe that all students have the right to feel safe, enjoy coming to school and
have the opportunity to be the best that they can be. This half term, there will be a real focus on our
Anti-bullying Strategy. As stated in our core values, we want all members of our community to treat one
another with dignity and respect. We are an inclusive school, welcoming all students and staff,
regardless of race, religion or gender. As such, bullying has no place at St Luke's.
During Anti-bullying Week, 14th-18th November, we will be using assemblies to raise awareness around
bullying. We will also be using this week to relaunch reporting methods and highlight how students can
get support with bullying issues.

Our aim is to raise awareness of what bullying is, the harm it
can cause and the ways to report it. We want to reassure our
school community that bullying is dealt with effectively, and
encourage everyone to embrace the role of upstander, as we
work together to continue to make St Luke's a safe, happy
and thriving school community.

Coaching at St Luke’s
At St Luke’s every teacher is coached weekly on their teaching. This means they have a weekly, filmed
observation which they receive feedback on ensuring they always have one granular step that they could
improve upon each week. We do this as we wholeheartedly believe in the words of Dylan Wiliam that
“every teacher needs to improve, not because they are not good enough, but because they can be even
better.”
We facilitate all of our coaching through a website called Steplab which is used in large percentage of
schools across the UK with the creators being leaders in the field of coaching and teacher development.
Due to how successful our coaching programme has been since its launch we have been asked via Steplab
to become a National Coaching Hub.

What are Steplab Coaching Hubs?
“Steplab Coaching Hubs are schools from around the country that are using Steplab in successful, novel
and interesting ways. They’ve navigated the challenges of contextual adaptation, implementation and
culture building: it would be a shame not to share some of their magic with the rest of the UK”.
From being a coaching hub school we will work more closely with some of National leaders in teacher
development and support other schools across the country by opening our doors to other schools to visit
and see all the amazing happening with teacher development and within every class room at St Luke’s.
Cornell Notes Homework
Staff at St Luke’s have been blown away by the quality of student homework during the first half term of
students completing Cornell Notes. Overall, the school homework completion rate has been 98% which is
absolutely incredible and we couldn’t be prouder of our students.
We’re passionate about homework as after extensive research the Education Endowment Foundation
states that students who complete regular and purposeful homework can make more than 5 months
additional progress during their time at school and consequently achieve significantly higher grades at
GCSE.
Later this half term, on the week beginning December 5th students will use their Cornell Notes in their
lessons to independently revise for their first assessment week of the year. A video explaining how to use
completed Cornell Notes for revision, will be shown to students and sent to parents nearer the time.
Below are some brilliant examples of homework completed by students in years 7 and 8.

