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We are an ambitious and inclusive Church of England School dedicated to
ensuring that all students live life to the full. 
As a community we work hard to achieve our best. We are inclusive, we give
hope, we take responsibility and we show respect.

St Luke’s enjoyed another fantastic half term which culminated in our Christmas celebrations
which included the Craft Fair, Carol Concert and Annual Arts Festival. It is a testament to the St
Luke’s community that these events raised a considerable amount of money for the local Charity,
Pete’s Dragon, which support families who have been affected by suicide. For the first time in
four years, our Carol Concert was held in Pinhoe Parish Church. Our partnership with our friends
at Pinhoe Church continues to grow and we would like to thank them for their wonderful support
of St Luke’s.
 
Continuing with this theme, we were delighted to welcome the Bishop of Crediton, Bishop Jackie,
to St Luke’s in November along with Reverend Wiz Slater from Pinhoe Parish Church. Bishop
Jackie and Wiz spent time in our classrooms, met staff and students and also took part in a
question and answer session with selected students. A really wonderful day for us all to be
involved in.
 
As you may be aware, all of the amazing teachers at St Luke’s receive weekly coaching so that we
continue to get better and better incrementally. We were delighted last term when we were
asked by an organisation called Steplab to become one of 12 national hubs for instructional
coaching. As one of the hub schools, we are asked to showcase our amazing coaching
programme to other schools  and are deemed to be a national centre of best practice in this field.



 
Every half term is full of great excitement and this one was no exception: our Ten Tors team
started their practice walk; the auditions for the annual production took place; Yr11 Drama
Showcase events were held; we were involved in a number of sports matches and, for the first
time, St Luke’s hosted the annual Christmas Science lectures where we took the opportunity to
invite in local scientists to give lectures on the theme of Climate Change. This was a brilliant way
of getting our students to reflect on our values of taking responsibility and giving hope.
 
Finally, another addition to our school curriculum this year has been the introduction of Futures
Friday where we have developed a vibrant Careers curriculum for students in years 7 through to
11. Students get to explore different modules including oracy, digital literacy, money matters and
next steps. The feedback from students has been very positive with many highlighting how they
are really enjoying exploring topics about ‘the real world’.
 
We have more exciting activities planned for this term and look forward to sharing them with you
in the next edition of the newsletter.
 
With best wishes,
 
Kealey Sherwood
Headteacher

 
Gentle Reminder:

 
Please can we ask parents to not park in the accessible parking which is to be used by Blue

Badge holders only. At the start and end of the day we have a lots of parents parking in these
spaces without the relevant badges which can cause issues for people who need access to

those parking bays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Events
The Festive Season was celebrated at St Luke's with a range of events.  These
started with our Annual Christmas Craft Market.  This lovely charity event hosted a
wide range of local traders and allowed our school community to make a head start
on their Christmas Shopping with many unique gifts available.  In addition, a
talented group of students gave their time to entertain shoppers with some
fabulous live music.  In total, £500 was raised for the Pete's Dragons charity in
Exmouth.  

The next event in the line up was the Science Christmas Lectures.  The students
were treated to a range of interactive lectures started off by a team from Plymouth
Aquarium who spoke to our Year 7 and 8 students about how the changing climate
affects World wind patterns.  We then had the lovely Waste Lady explaining to Year
9 and 10 how to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle products in order to ensure the future
of our planet.  The lectures concluded with a Key Note Speech delivered by Dr Mick 
 Hanley from Plymouth University on the role of pollinators and how losing our bees
will lead to starvation for all. 

Growing young people
Growing great young people is one of our key priorities this year with part of this
being about how we inspire our students and engage them in a wide range of
activities. Here are just a few examples from this first half term:

The Christmas Season wound up with a tasty Christmas lunch and, on the last day
of term, a truly spectacular Christmas Arts Showcase.  This featured students from

all year groups who  treated staff and students to a range of performances including
singing, dancing, musical performances, comedy and baton twirling.



L.

Pastoral

Site opens at 8:00am
Doors open at 8:10am
Warning bell sounds at 8:25am
Registration starts at 8:30am
Arrival after 8.30am is recorded as late with students attending a social time detention as a
result.

Good attendance is vitally important for students to flourish and live life to the full: put simply, if
you’re not in school then you are missing out on learning.  Our attendance target is 97% for all
students, which is the equivalent of 3 school days off during an academic year.  Arriving on time for
school is important equally as children can also miss important information during registration
including notices designed to help them to plan for the day.

Attending school on time helps students to take responsibility so that they can achieve their best.

 
There are 190 school days in a year, leaving 175 days for routine medical and dental appointments,
trips, holidays and other exciting things.  We ask that, unless it is an emergency, all appointments
are made outside of the school day as these appointments will affect your child’s attendance and
therefore their future success.  We do understand that there are some appointments, such as
hospital consultations, which are not always possible to be arranged outside of school hours. In this
case, we ask that you let our attendance team know with 24 hours notice. 

If your child is able to either attend school before the appointment, or to return after then this will
have a positive impact on their attendance and future success.

Attendance so far this year:
Year 7           88.26%
Year 8           85.31%
Year 9           84.89%
Year 10         83.03%
Year 11         83.74%

We have 164 students who have 97% attendance or more and of those 53 have 100% attendance,
well done to those students who are totally taking responsibility to achieve their best.

Last term students had the opportunity to put our values into action by taking part in various trips
and events linked to a theme we were exploring in our pastoral programme. On October 15

students took part in a beach clean up at Dawlish Warren, where they were thanked and
congratulated by a number of locals. Students also took responsibility to be good stewards of the
environment by attending a conference on climate change at Exeter Cathedral. The students that

attended were inspired to take concrete actions to be more conscious of our impact on the
environment and have since presented to our school governors about what next steps we could

take as a school. Other trips have included a visit to Exeter Central Library and participating in the
Windrush Conference at County Hall, during which students have learned more and demonstrated

our value of inclusivity excellently. We look forward to more opportunities to grow great young
people this term.  

Attendance



Highlighting and defining key words: all staff are very word conscious as they teach. This means they
don’t assume students understand either complex or subject specific vocabulary and they will
explicitly teach students key terminology. For example, they will define key words in texts when
reading, define the command words in exam questions and explain the complex words that they use
in their explanations.
Morning reading programme: Every day tutors read to students from a variety of high quality texts as
students read along. As they do this they will highlight any key complex language and stop and define
what it means and use it in a sentence. This is to help develop their confidence reading, their
comprehension and continually develop student confidence in complex vocabulary.
Students answering in full sentences: In lessons when students answer questions teachers will ask
students to answer in full sentences. This is to develop student oracy as research shows that when
students develop their oracy their writing improves too.

Developing Student Vocabulary and Oracy at St Luke’s:
 
At St Luke's we deliberately try and improve student vocabulary and oracy everyday through a number of
techniques used in the classroom. Three of the key ways we do this are described below.
 

1.

2.

3.

 
Having techniques like this used consistently across the school ensures we are constantly improving
student vocabulary and oracy in every subject, every hour of every day.
 
Homework at St Luke’s:
Staff at St Luke’s have been blown away by the quality of student homework during the first term of
students completing Cornell Notes. Overall, the school homework completion rate has been 98% which is
absolutely incredible and we couldn’t be prouder of our students.
 
We’re passionate about homework as after extensive research the Education Endowment Foundation
states that students who complete regular and purposeful homework can make more than 5 months
additional progress during their time at school and consequently achieve significantly higher grades at
GCSE.

Teaching and Learning



Taking responsibility to be inclusive: Our Anti-bullying Campaign

At St Luke's we strongly believe that all students have the right to feel safe, enjoy coming to school and
have the opportunity to be the best that they can be. This half term, there will be a real focus on our
Anti-bullying Strategy. As stated in our core values, we want all members of our community to treat one
another with dignity and respect. We are an inclusive school, welcoming all students and staff,
regardless of race, religion or gender. As such, bullying has no place at St Luke's.
During Anti-bullying Week, 14th-18th November, we used assemblies to raise awareness around
bullying. We also used this week to relaunch reporting methods and highlight how students can get
support with bullying issues.

bullyingupstander@stlukescofe.school

Our aim is to raise awareness of what bullying is, the harm it can
cause and the ways to report it. We want to reassure our school
community that bullying is dealt with effectively, and encourage
everyone to embrace the role of upstander (someone who
challenges unkindness when they hear it or see it), as we work
together to continue to make St Luke's a safe, happy and
thriving school community. 

 

Our tutor reading programme got off to a brilliant start this year. Students in Years 8-10 have read
books by a diverse range of authors. Year 7 and 8 started by reading novels about the experience of
being a refugee (Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah, The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon), Year 9 read
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon, a humorous mystery novel that
deals with family relationships, told from the perspective of a neurodivergent narrator. Year 10 students
are currently reading a non-fiction text: Born a Crime by the popular comedian, Trevor Noah. The memoir
focuses on growing up during apartheid and post-apartheid South Africa.   

For students who have enjoyed these stories, there will be a display in the library of books by the same
authors, to encourage all students to read for pleasure. Year 7 and 8 students have library lessons every
fortnight where they have the opportunity to choose books from our library and read independently. We
have a huge range of fiction and non-fiction books for students to choose from and all year groups are
welcome to visit the library during break and lunchtime to choose books to take home, or to settle onto
the comfy seats and beanbags to read there and then. 

This term, there are lots of thrills and excitement in the tutor reading programme with new books in a
range of genres: Year 8 are reading a comedy thriller, Year 7 are exploring life in WWI and Year 9 will be
reading an exhilarating sci-fi novel. In January, all students will be given their own sturdy plastic
bookmark to keep them focused on tracking texts in tutorial and in their lessons. It will become part of
students’ essential equipment; if anyone misplaces their bookmark, they can buy a new one with
Classcharts points. 

If anyone (parents or children) would like advice on reading (such as recommended book lists organised
by genre and age group), or would like to recommend a book to be added to our tutorial reading
programme, please send an email to Miss Goddard, Lead Practitioner for Literacy:
Hannah.goddard@stlukescofe.school.

Literacy


